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BOOK REVIEWS 291 

The Obvious Orient. By Albert Bushnell Hart. (New York : 
D. Appleton and Company. 1911. Pp. x, 369.) 

These gleanings from a round-the-world year are light, vivacious, 
often rather superficial, but worth reading, as is anything that flows 
from the pen of so gifted and clever a scholar as Professor Hart. In 
its brisk, reporterial style the book bears witness to its newspaper 
origin in letters to the Evening Transcript. To his subject the writer 
brings a fresh, prehensile eye, and a scholar's instinct for significant 
facts. His terse sentences are full of information of a kind that 
eludes the ordinary globe-trotter. 

At the same time, the Orient is a problem for the student of race 
psychology and social psychology rather than for the student of insti- 
tutions, like the author. Thus he is puzzled by "Japanese contra- 
dictions," which are not contradictions at all when one penetrates 
the social history of the Japanese. He answers in the negative the 
query, "Will Japan and China be Westernized?" because he finds 
them appropriating, not Western civilization as a whole, but only 
such material and intellectual aids as will enable them to do without 
the foreigner. But the fact is, the real Westernization of the Orientals 
is chiefly a sub-conscious process, and to themselves they usually 
appear to be critically accepting from the West only that which they 
find useful. The silent influence of Western culture on the religious, 
philosophical and moral ideas that lie at the back of the Chinaman's 
head, has already been far greater than Professor Hart imagines, 
and is certain greatly to increase. When you analyze it down, there 
is nothing to keep the Oriental "Oriental" after his pattern of life 
and society has approximated to that of ours. 

Edward A. Ross. 



The International Relations of the Chinese Empire. By Hosea 
Ballotj Morse. The Period of Conflict (1834-1860.) London: 
Longmans, Green & Co., 1910. Pp. xxxvii; 727). 

This is the initial volume of a work intended ultimately to cover the 
field of China's diplomatic history from the abolition of the monopoly 
of the East India Company to the present time. The author, an 
American, with thirty-five years of distinguished service in the 



